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Working for affordable, accessible,
accountable health care for all
people in New Mexico since 1995

Health Action Partner Sponsors
Health Action New Mexico would like to thank
our Partners for their generous support.

With more than 50 years of combined experience in health, long-term care, disability programs,
aging, and state government, Delta Consulting Group effectively enhances their clients’
professional practice.
Delta Consulting Group would like to congratulate Health Action New Mexico for 20 years of service.

20th Anniversary Program
6:00 pm

Doors Open

6:30 pm

Dinner Served

6:45pm

Program Begins

Your Host: Nicole Brady
Morning anchor, KOB Eyewitness News 4

Welcome, Ms. Barbara Webber,
Executive Director, Health Action NM
Congratulatory Video Message,
Hon. Jeff Bingaman
Recognition of Honorees
Keynote address, Mr. Ron Pollack
Executive Director, Families USA

“Community Catalyst is proud to be a long-time partner of
Health Action New Mexico. Our organizations share the core
value of working to ensure that all people, especially those in
low-income communities, have access to quality, affordable
and accessible health care.”
- Rob Restuccia, Executive Director

"Happy 20th Anniversary, Health Action New Mexico! Thank you for
your continued efforts in making New Mexico a healthier place for all!"
- From the New Mexico Public Health Association Board and Members.

Our Roots

Pat Bartels

Mandy Pino

Ellen Leitzer

Ron Pollack

How it all started
Health Action NM’s roots lie in the reaction to proposals that would have dismantled the social
safety net in the United States. In the mid-90’s, there was a serious national effort to severely
cut and privatize Medicare and Medicaid, two monumental programs that effectively provide
financial security and access to health care for millions of Americans. A grassroots movement
formed throughout the nation to protect these programs during this time of great uncertainty.
Central to this effort was Ron Pollack, our Keynote Speaker for tonight's event.
Building a movement
Throughout the nation, Mr. Pollack organized advocates to oppose efforts to weaken or eliminate
public health coverage programs. Among the advocates were three New Mexicans: Mandy Pino,
Pat Bartels, and Ellen Leitzer. Together, they formed the Committee to Preserve Medicare and
Medicaid. “Families USA convened small groups throughout the nation to protect
these critical programs” says Pino, “and that’s how Health Action NM started.” For the first
several years, the Committee worked on a completely volunteer basis to advocate at the local
and national level to protect essential programs and create new protections for patients and
consumers. That committee eventually became Health Action NM.
Reflecting our roots
Today, Health Action NM's Staff and Board of Directors continue to work towards the task
undertaken by our founders: to achieve the promise of health care for all people in New Mexico.
We are honored to inherit the spirit of this commitment and look forward to 20 more years of
success.

Our Work
Direct Action

Connect the uninsured with enrollment resources.
Educate the newly enrolled on how to use and keep
their health care coverage.
Convene and support local organizations to build
healthier communities where all children and their
families thrive.

Advocacy

Advance the role of consumers in state health policy.
Provide input on health reform implementation
at all levels.
Provide leadership and staff support for the 19member Health Care for All Coalition.

Dental Therapists

Support an emerging workforce model called
dental therapy to increase access to dental care.
Dental therapists will provide essential, routine
care in underserved communities in New Mexico.

Honoring Those Who Have Passed
June Werner, RN, MA, was a pioneer in the nursing
profession nationally prior to moving to New Mexico. She
served as President of the Board of Health Action New
Mexico from 2001-2002, a period of growth for HANM.
Under her leadership, HANM worked in coalition to create
a community foundation with funds from the conversion of
Blue Cross Blue Shield New Mexico. In 2001, Health Action
joined as a plaintiff in the Prescription Access Litigation
(PAL) Project. In 2002, HANM organized “Healing Health
Care in New Mexico” a state-wide summit on winning
affordable, accountable, accessible health care for all New
Mexicans. She remained a supporter of HANM until she
passed away in 2015.
Patty Jennings was a tireless advocate for the uninsured and
those with disabilities. When her first child was born with Down
Syndrome, she became an advocate for early childhood
programs, special education, and other services for children
with special needs and their families. She and her husband,
Senator Tim Jennings, advocated for the creation of the New
Mexico Medical Insurance Pool to provide insurance for people
who were considered “high risk” and could not obtain coverage
in the private market. She was Board Chair or Executive
Director of the Medical Insurance Pool from 1988 until her
untimely death in 2009. She was also instrumental in
obtaining funding for Inflammatory Breast Cancer Research
and many other projects to support and enhance the quality of
life for New Mexicans. There are countless other things she did
to improve health access and sacrifices she made for New
Mexicans that many still do not know. We are proud to honor
her and her legacy tonight.
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Charles Alfero, MA, is a leader in rural health care in
Southwest New Mexico and nationally. He is the founder
and Executive Director of Hidalgo Medical Services (HMS),
with clinics in 11 communities in Southwest New Mexico.
He is also the Executive Director of the Center for Health
Innovation, a research, development and policy division of
HMS active in 23 states on a variety of rural health issues.
He has served on the Board of Directors of the National
Rural Health Association, and NM Health Connections, a
nonprofit health insurance co-op. He served as Director of
the the National Center for Frontier Communities, and the
NM Primary Care Training Consortium. He is the recipient
of the Louis Gorin Outstanding Achievement in Rural
Health award.

Sanjeev Arora, MD, FACP, FACG, is the Director and Founder of
Project ECHO, and a Distinguished Professor of Medicine in
the Department of Internal Medicine at University of New
Mexico Health Sciences Center. The Extension for Community
Healthcare Outcomes (ECHO) Model was developed as an
innovative paradigm using videoconferencing to expand
access to specialty medical care for vulnerable populations
and underserved areas. Project ECHO received the
international Changemakers award from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation (RWJF) and Ashoka Foundation. Dr. Arora
has been recognized with many prestigious awards including
the Teresa Heinz and the Heinz Family Foundation 19th Heinz
Award for Public Policy, and the American College of
Physicians and the American Telemedicine Association (ATA)
President’s Award.

Founding
Member

Pat Bartels, PT, is one of the founding members of the
Emergency Committee to Protect Health Care Access,
which evolved into Health Action New Mexico. Inspired by
Mandy Pino, she became an advocate for universal health
care in 1992 and has been committed to social justice. She
served on the HANM Board for nine years, including two
terms as Treasurer. She was President of the New Mexico
Chapter of the American Physical Therapy Association
(NMAPTA), and Chair of the NMAPTA Legislative
Committee. She works as a physical therapist at UNMH
Carrie Tingley Hospital.

Notah Begay III, the only full-blooded Native American to
have played on the PGA Tour, was born and raised in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. He earned All-American Honors
three times and led the Stanford University golf team to a
National Championship in 1994. In 2005, he launched The
Notah Begay III (NB3) Foundation, which works to battle
childhood obesity and type 2 diabetes in Native American
youth. Mr. Begay was named one of the Top 100 Sports
Educators in the world by the Institute for International
Sport. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation honored Mr.
Begay and the NB3 Foundation with the Steve Patterson
Award for excellence in Sports Philanthropy. He is golf
commentator for NBC Sports and Golf Channel, as well
as Founder and Chief Executive Officer of KivaSun Foods.
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J.R. Damron, MD, FACR is Chairman of the New Mexico
Health Insurance Exchange (NMHIX) Board, and Assistant
Clinical Professor in Radiology at the University of New
Mexico, Health Science Center. As Chairman of the New
Mexico Health Insurance Exchange (NMHIX) Board, Dr.
Damron provides the vision and leadership for the
development, implementation, and operationalization of
New Mexico’s inaugural state-based health insurance
exchange created under the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. He teaches state and federal
healthcare policy to medical students, in addition to
overseeing the education of radiology residents. Dr.
Damron is on the boards of the New Mexico Coalition for
Literacy and the St. Vincent Hospital Foundation.

Dede Feldman served as New Mexico State Senator for District
13 from 1997-2012, and a Chair of the Health and Human
Services Committee. She was a champion of health care
reform, laying the groundwork in New Mexico with insurance
parity for women and people with disabilities, as well as laws
to improve insurance rate review and make it harder for
insurance companies to discriminate against people with preexisting medical conditions. She also sponsored legislation to
create a Senior Prescription Drug Discount program, a Brain
Injury Services Fund, and a Nurse Advice Hotline. She was an
inspiring speaker at many rallies organized by Health Action
New Mexico and others in support of the federal Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act and continues to advocate
for greater access to health care for all people in New Mexico.
She is the author of a blog on state government and the book,
"Inside the New Mexico Senate: Boots, Suits and Citizens."

Teresa Gomez, an enrolled member of the Pueblo of Isleta,
was Deputy Cabinet Secretary for the New Mexico Indian
Affairs Department, where she established her reputation
as an effective advocate for Tribes and Tribal members.
Since August 2012, Ms. Gomez has served as the President
and CEO of Futures For Children, whose mission is to
improve the lives of American Indian youth through
mentorship and leadership development. In 2013 she was
appointed to the New Mexico Health Insurance Exchange
Board. She also serves on the New Mexico Medical
Insurance Pool Board which oversees programs to
individuals with high-cost medical conditions, ensuring
access to affordable health insurance. A cancer survivor,
she also chairs the Gynecological Cancer Awareness
Project.

Jerry N. Harrison, PhD, is Executive Director of New Mexico
Health Resources (NMHR), a centralized clearinghouse for
recruitment and retention of health professionals,
primarily in rural and underserved areas. He is past Chair
of the National Rural Recruitment and Retention Network
(3RNET), an organization of all fifty states and several U.S.
Territories and Tribal organizations. He has worked with
the National Health Service Corps (NHSC) as a site
administrator, recruiter of Scholars and Loan Re-payers,
and is an active NHSC Ambassador. His work requires that
he collaborate closely with state offices of Rural Health,
but most importantly with the New Mexico office that has
extensive work with the NHSC.

20-for-20
We Celebrate 20 Health Advocates for 20 Years
of Health Action New Mexico
Ruth Hoffman has been the director of the Lutheran
Advocacy Ministry – New Mexico since 1999. Lutheran
Advocacy Ministry-NM has focused its work on public
policies impacting the lives of people living in poverty and
experiencing hunger. She has been an effective advocate
for Medicaid and Medicaid Expansion in New Mexico
through Health Care for All, the Medicaid Coalition, and
the state Medicaid Advisory Committee. In addition, she
has been a member of the Steering Committee of the NM
Coalition to Repeal the Death Penalty Policy, the Advocacy
Committee of the NM Coalition to End Homelessness, the
NM Food Bank Association Board, and the Board of the NM
Conference of Churches. Previously she was the program
director of the NM Center on Law and Poverty and also
served as executive director of Common Cause-NM.

Bill Jordan, MA, is the Senior Policy Advisor/Governmental
Relations for New Mexico Voices for Children, dedicated to
improving the health and well-being of New Mexico’s
children and families. He has been with Voices for over 17
years and leads their legislative advocacy efforts in Santa
Fe and Washington D.C. He is Convener of the New Mexico
Medicaid Coalition and an active member of the Health
Care for All Campaign. A passionate advocate for the
health of our children, he was a strong supporter of
Medicaid Expansion. Prior to joining Voices, he served for
eight years as the Executive Director of the HIV
Coordinating Council of New Mexico. He received the Larry
Peck Memorial Award in 1998 for improving the quality of
life for people living with HIV.

Jim Jackson has been the Executive Director of Disability
Rights New Mexico since its inception in 1979. DRNM is a
private, non-profit advocacy and legal rights center serving
persons with disabilities throughout the state, with a staff
of 23 employees in Albuquerque, Las Cruces, and Las
Vegas . In addition to overall management responsibility
for the agency, Jim leads DRNM’s public policy advocacy
efforts involving state agencies and the state legislature.
DRNM served as the fiscal agent for HANM prior to its
establishment as an independent 501-c-3, and Jim is a
former Chair and Treasurer of HANM. He is a graduate of
Cornell University, and received a Master's Degree in
Government from Georgetown University.

Richard Kozoll, MD, MPH, was one of the first three
National Health Service Corps physicians assigned to New
Mexico. Since 1975, he has been based in Cuba, NM, where
he has combined family practice with public health
innovations and leadership in quality of care. In 1988 he
founded Cuba’s Nacimiento Community Foundation, which
operates a busy food pantry, provides Medicare and
Medicaid enrollment assistance, prescription drug
assistance, case management, walking programs and
other services. Dr. Kozoll co-founded the Clinical
Prevention Initiative of the New Mexico Medical Society
and Department of Health. He has served on the Sandoval
County Health Alliance/Council since 2004. Dr. Kozoll is
the recipient of the Larrazolo Lifetime Achievement Award
of the NM Public Health Association. In 2012 he was
honored by First Lady Michelle Obama at the White House
as a Lets Move Champion of Change.

Founding
Member
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Ellen Leitzer, JD, was one of the founding members of the Emergency
Committee to Protect Health Care Access, which evolved into Health
Action New Mexico. She provided leadership for HANM during its
formative years, and served as Vice-President of the Board from
1995 through 2002, a period when HANM became incorporated as a
non-profit and expanded its staff and activities. She co-founded the
Senior Citizens’ Law Office, Inc. (SCLO) in 1983 and served as its
managing director for the next 22 years. In 2005 she moved to
Washington, D.C. where she directed a Medicare-related project for
Families USA, a national consumer health advocacy organization. In
2011 she returned to New Mexico and opened a private practice that
focused on elder law issues. She returned to SCLO as Executive
Director in 2013.

Patricia Montoya, MPA, BSN, is the Executive Director of the
New Mexico Coalition for Healthcare Value and serves as the
Government Relations Director for HealthInsight New Mexico.
She was the Commissioner for Children, Youth and Families
Administration with oversight of over 14 billion dollars and
Regional Director for Region VI, which includes New Mexico.
She served as Secretary of Health for the State of New Mexico
under Governor Bill Richardson from 2003-04. As cabinet
secretary, she initiated the State’s first comprehensive health
plan. She has served on numerous boards and committees;
currently serving on the Catholic Health Initiatives (CHI)
Quality and Safety Committee, Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation Nurse Fellows National Advisory Committee, and
Presbyterian Central New Mexico Board of Directors.

Founding
Member

Ellen Pinnes, JD, was the first paid staff member for Emergency
Committee to Protect Health Care Access, which evolved into
Health Action New Mexico. During her five years with HANM
starting in 1996, she took the lead on making the Patient Protection
Act a reality in New Mexico. She also advocated for protecting
nonprofit health care assets for the people of New Mexico when
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield converted from nonprofit status, leading to
creation of the Con Alma Foundation. Since 2002, Ellen has worked
with The Disability Coalition, addressing public policy issues that
affect the disability community. As an independent consultant and
consumer advocate, she plays an active role in health policy in New
Mexico in areas including disability, health care reform, Medicaid,
insurance, patients’ rights and medical ethics.

Mandy Pino is a founding member and the first chair of Health
Action New Mexico, and she holds an ex officio position on the
Board in perpetuity. In 1995, she and Jerry Ortiz y Pino started
the Emergency Committee to Protect Health Care Access when
the State of NM announced the intent to privatize Medicaid, and
the federal government was considering spending caps and block
grants for Medicaid. In 1997, the group changed its name to
Health Action New Mexico and she continued to chair the Board
until 1999. Under her leadership HANM proposed the Patient
Protection Act and worked to create an independent ombudsman
office in the Division of Insurance. She received the Health
Advocate of the Year from Families USA in 2000. She retired as
Manager of Senior Information Services for the Albuquerque
Office of Senior Affairs.
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Kim Posich, JD, is the Executive Director of the New Mexico
Center on Law and Poverty, a non-profit law firm and
advocacy organization. The Center on Law and Poverty works
with low-income New Mexicans to improve living conditions,
increase opportunities and protect the rights of people living
in poverty. Under his leadership, the Center played a lead
role in advocacy efforts that helped build the state Medicaid
program into a foundation of healthcare access for more
than a third of all New Mexicans, and in improving the way
our largest hospitals serve low-income people. He was the
Managing Director of RESULTS, Inc. for many years, a national
advocacy network lobbying Congress and financial
institutions on poverty matters.

Patsy Romero is a member of the Board of Directors of the
New Mexico Health Insurance Exchange. She has a long history
of advocacy for behavioral health services for the people of
New Mexico. She has served as State President of National
Alliance on Mental Illness in New Mexico, and Chairperson and
Board Member for the Santa Fe Recovery Center. She has also
been on the Advisory Committee for the Tri-County Community
Health Center. In addition, she has been in leadership
positions for behavioral health providers in New Mexico,
including serving as Chief Operations Officer for Easter Seals
El Mirador, and as the Regional Director/Vice President
Government Relations for the Northern New Mexico for Value
Options, the behavioral health managed care organization.

Dolores Roybal, MSW, PhD, has been the Executive Director
of the Con Alma Foundation since 2007. Health Action New
Mexico and others advocated for the establishment of Con
Alma foundation when Blue Cross and Blue Shield was
converted from a non-profit to a for-profit organization.
Con Alma provides funding to improve the health of the
people of New Mexico. A native New Mexican, Ms. Roybal
has more than 35 years of experience in nonprofit and
philanthropy work. She has been a leader in coordinating
philanthropic organizations to fund health programs in New
Mexico. She is a former board member and chair of the
New Mexico Association of Grantmakers (NMAG), and
founding executive director of NGO NM, a statewide
nonprofit association. She currently serves as a board
member of Grantmakers In Health.

Silvia Sierra, MA, is the President of Cultivating Communities.
Formerly, she was the Director of Health and Human Services
for Doña Ana County. Her most celebrated accomplishment
was organizing The Colonia’s Initiative that resulted in
improving the infrastructure of 33 colonias with funding from
the Colonia Trust Fund Board for all New Mexico colonias. Her
broad vision includes addressing issues via language access,
community health workers (“promotoras”), decentralizing
services to rural residents, providing indigent care to
undocumented and by addressing mental health. A member of
a Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) Latino Outreach and Enrollment team, she has
advocated for Latino language access in the implementation of
the Affordable Care Act. She was recognized by the NM CARES
Health Disparities Center Awards for her lifetime contributions
to eliminating health disparities and creating health equity.

Keynote Speaker

Ron Pollack
Executive Director, Families USA
Ron Pollack has been recognized for many achievements, which include being appointed by
President Clinton as the sole consumer representative on the Presidential Advisory
Commission on Consumer Protection and Quality in the Health Care Industry, successfully
arguing two cases on the same day in the U.S. Supreme Court to secure food aid for lowincome Americans, and the successful federal litigation that resulted in the creation of the
WIC program for malnourished mothers and infants.
In 2007, at the 25th anniversary of Search for Common Ground, a nationally renowned
conflict management organization, Mr. Pollack received the Common Ground co-award for
his work with a group of ideologically diverse health organizations that reached an historic
consensus proposal about expanded health coverage for the uninsured. Previous winners of
the award included former President Jimmy Carter, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and
Muhammad Ali.
Mr. Pollack is the Founding Board Chairman of Enroll America, an organization composed of
very diverse stakeholders working together to secure optimal enrollment of uninsured
people through effective implementation of the Affordable Care Act.

Table Sponsors

The Blackwell-Carroll Group
Ari Cervantes
Bill & Elizabeth Kirby
Lydia Pendley & Sunshine Muse
Centene Corporation

Health Action Supporters

Thank you for supporting our work
"As a grassroots organization, Health Action New Mexico thrives when
people engage in our endeavors. We thank you for celebrating 20 years of
our work in New Mexico, as well as that of the honorees who were celebrated
tonight. We hope you will remain active in our efforts as Health Action New
Mexico moves toward the goal of ensuring that all people in New Mexico can
access health and dental care to improve their quality of life."

Barbara Webber
Executive Director
Health Action New Mexico

www.HealthActionNM.org
info@HealthActionNM.org

3700 Osuna Rd NE Suite 504, Albuquerque, NM 87109 - (505) 322-2152

